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8. Turning Basin, East

THE KREEPY KEMPTVILLE WALKING TOUR EVOLVED FROM A
SERIES of ARTICLES., TALES of DEATH, MURDER AND
INTRIGUE WERE GATHERED FROM EARLY NEWSPAPERS,
LEGENDS AND LORE, THOSE wHo CONTRIRUTED wiSH To
REMAIN ANONYMOUS,

THE KREEPY KEMPTVILLE wWALKING ToUR 1S PART of A
SERIES To COMMEMORATE THE 1757 ANNIVERSARY of THE
BUILDING Of THE RIDEAU CANAL, THE 150" ANNIVERSARY
of KEMPTVILLE AND THE 107 ANNIVERSARY of THE
CREATION Of NORTH GRENVILLE. THIS TOUR WAS FUNDED, IN
PART, BY THE GOVERNMENT of CANADA THROUGH THE
GRENVILLE  COMMUNITY  FUTURES  DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION, THE TOUR OF KREEPY KEMPTVILLE 1S PART of
A SERIES of TOURS THAT INCLUDES TOURS of:

RISHoP’s MILLS

BURRITT'S RAPLDS

HECKSToN

KEMPTVILLE NORTH

KEMPTVILLE SoUTH

OoXfFORD MILLS

OXFORD STATION

PATTERSON'S CORNERS/EAST 0XFORD

PELTON’S CORNERS

THE WALKING TOURS WERE RESEARCHED AND DESIGNED RY
THE MUNICIPALITY of NORTH GRENVILLE, PLANNING AND
RUILDING DEPARTMENT, HERITAGE DIvisiod. FURTHER
COPIES ARE AVAILARLE AT:

THE NORTH GRENVILLE MUNICIPAL CENTRE
PLANNING AND RUILDING DEPARTMENT
285 COUNTY ROAD 44, Po BoX 130
KEMPTVILLE, oNTARTO
K0G 1J0
613 258 7612
613 258 1441 FAX
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WALKING TOUR of
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KEMPTVILLE

THIS AREA WAS 6CCUPLED RY FIRST NATIONS PEGPLE
WHo TRADED UP AND DOWN THE RIVER, THE VILLAGE
of KEMPTVILLE BEGAN To EMERGE FROM THE FORESTS
of OXFORD-ON-RIDEAU, wHEN LYMAN CLOTHIER
ROUGHT A HUNDRED ACRES oN THE SOUTH BRANCH of
THE RIDEAU RIVER IN 1812. PEOPLE wWERE OfTEN
BURLED NEAR WHERE THEY DIED, STORED THROUGH THE
WINTER “TIL THE GROUND SOFTENED 1N SPRING, WHERE
HUMAN BEINGS CONGREGATE MURDER AND MYSTERY
INEVITABLY FolLow.

AS YoU WANDER THROUGH THE TRANGUIL STREETS of
KEMPTVILLE, AND FROM THE CORNER Of YOUR EYE YoU

DISCERN MOVEMENT, WHICH UPON CLOSER SCRUTINY
EVAPORATES, REMEMRER ALL MAY NoT BE How IT
SEEMS, CoULD 1T RE THE EARLY RESIDENTS wHo DIED
BENEATH THOSE Now STILL wWATERS NEAR THE
PRESCOTT STREET BRIDGE You SEE? CoulD 1T BE A
B1GFooT MovING BEYOND THE SPILL of LIGHT FROM THE
LAMPPOSTS? DO SOULS REST EASY WHEN THEIR GRAVE
MARKERS ARE TOSSED ASIDE? AND WHAT ARE THOSE AT
THE NEXT TABLE To YOURS GOING TO GET UP To ON
THEIR WAY HOME ToNIGHT? SMALL TownNS AREN'T
ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR.

North
Grenville



1 TURNING BASIN
WEST of THE PRESCOTT STREET RRIDGE

WHILE THE 'CREEK" Now APPEARS CALM, A LARGE voLuME
of WATER ONCE FLOWED HERE. DURING THE SPRING THAW of
189, FOUR MEN WORKED To COMPLETE REPAIRS To THE
GRIST MILL. ALL FOUR MEN WERE STANDING ON A SINGLE
PLANK THAT STRETCHED FROM THE ABUTMENT To THE ToP
MoST PoST NEAR THE CORNER of THE MILL, 1T SUDDENLY
GAVE WAY. ONE MAN WAS ABLE To JUMP To SAFETY, wILE
THE OTHER THREE WERE SWEPT AWAY, ALoNG wiTH THE
NEWLY INSTALLED TIMBERS, NEIGHROURS RESPONDED To THE
SCREAMS FoR HELP. THROUGH THE HEROIC EFFORTS of THOSE
ON SHORE TWO MEN WERE RESCUED SUFFERING FROM VARYING
LEVELS of HYPOTHERMIA. THE BADLY BATTERED RoDY of
EDWARD JONES, CARPENTER, WAS FINALLY LOCATED IN THE
FRIGID WATERS NEARLY COMPLETELY COVERED BY TIMEERS.
MEN STooD CHEST DEEP 1IN ICY WATERS SHIFTING TIMRBERS,
WHILE SoMEoNE LooPED A ROPE ARGUND ONE LEG AND
EDWARD’S FROZEN BODY WAS PULLED To SHORE.
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2 GREYSTONES 22 PRESCOTT STREET WEST

Now KNOwWN AS GREYSTONTS, 1T WAS ONCE KNOWN AS
BECKETT'S HOTEL, OVER A HUNDRED YEARS AGO 1T wWAS THE
SCENE of A TRIAL THAT CAN oONLY RE DESCRIBED AS
EIZARRE. 1T wAS THE TRIAL of A YETL, A SASQUATCH, A
B1GFoOT. THE YEAR WAS 1837, A ‘WILD MAN WAS CAUGHT
IN THE BUSH. HE wAS FoUND ENTIRELY NUDE wiTH
SUBSTANTIAL HAJR OVER KIS ENTIRE BoDY. HE wAS
MARCHED BEFORE THE MAGISTRATE WHERE, 1T wAS SALD, HE
‘DID NOT SEEM To EXHIBIT THE APPROPRIATE RESPECT FoR
THE MAJESTY of THE LAW." HAVING No VIARLE ALTERNATIVE,
HE WAS RELEASED, ‘HE TooK To THE wooDS, RUNNING LIKE
A DEER, AND WAS NEVER AFTERWARDS HEARD FROM AGAIN.
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3 ST, JAMES ANGLICAN CEMETERY

35 CLOTHIER STREET WEST
THE ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CEMETERY, THE FIRST CHURCH
WAS BUILT oN THIS SITE I 1831, 1T IS UNCLEAR wHY THIS
SITE WAS CHOSEN, HOWEVER RECORDS SHow THAT wilLIAM
BoTTuM, AN EARLY SETTLER, RURIED KIS DAUGHTER LUCTA
HERE IN 1812 AND KIS FIRST wift MARCIA IN 1822
PERHAPS THIS WAS WHY HE DONATED THIS SECTION of KIS
LAND. THEY WERE JOINED BY BESSIE wooD 1N 1825 AND A.
CLOTHIER 1N 1830.

4 STABALL HILL WHERE RIDEAU MEETS SANDERS
THE ORIGIN Of THE NAME 1S UNCLEAR. SOMT VAGUELY
REMEMBER HEARING TALES of A BRAWL IN wHICH oNE
PERSON BRANDISHED A KNIFE AND SHOUTED ‘I'M GOING To
STAR You, STAR YoU ALL." 6THERS ATTRIRUTE THE NAME To
EARLY IRISH SETTLERS wHo MAY HAVE founD THE
TRIANGULAR INTERSECTION oN A HILL REMIMISCENT of
BALLYDEHOR oN THE EAST COAST of IRELAND wHERE
HUGUENOTS JOINED THE LOCALS AGAINST  ENGLISH
LANDLORDS. RORERT SWANTON, ONE SUCH LANDLORD, KNowH
AS BLACK-HEARTED RoR, ATTEMPTED To TAKE OVER THE
VILLAGE WITH THE ASSISTANCE of THE LoCAL GARRISON,
‘BLACK-HEARTED ROR™ ENCOUNTERED MORE RESISTENCE
THAN EXPECTED AND WHEN HE TRIED To FLEE HE WAS
PURSUED AND KILLED RY PIERRE CARRIER wHo RETURNED To
THE MAIN RATTLE WITH SHOUTS Of ‘STAR ‘EMI STAB ‘M ALLY’

5 UNLON CEMETERY  KING AND GRENVILLE STREETS
THIS CEMETERY WAS LOCATED oN WHAT WAS THE GUTSKIRTS
of KEMPTVILLE, THE EARLIEST CEMETERIES WERE RUILT
ADJACENT CHURCHES. PERSONS of FALTH HAD To BE BURIED
1IN GROUND SANCTIFIED BY THEIR CHURCH. THE unioN
CEMETERY EVOLVED WHEN CHURCHES DIDN'T HAVE LAND OR
THE DECEASED HAD No PARTICULAR FAITH. THE EARLIEST
GRAVES DATE To C 1840. NOTARLE AMONG THE OLDEST
STONES ARE THE NUMBER oF CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE of
TWO,

6 CURRY STREET BURIAL GROUND

CLOTHIER STREET EAST AND JAMES STREET
THE SMALL FRAME METHODIST CHURCH, THAT ONCE SHARED
THE LoT, SERVED THE COMMUNITY FoR DECADES, UNTIL THE
LARGE BRICK CHURCH wWAS RULLT oN ‘GoSPEL HILL AT THE
CORNER OF PRESCOTT AND SOUTH VICTORIA STREET (SOUTH
REUREN CRESCENT). THE FRAME RBUILDING WAS SOLD AND
MOVED, THE MONUMENTS FELL INTo DISREPAIR.  THE
GROUNDS WERE CHALLENGING To MAINTAIN. INFORMATION
FROM THE HEADSTONES WAS NOTED, THE STONES WERE MoVED
To THE EDGES of THE PROPERTY, 1T 1S ALLZGED THAT SOME of
THE STONES FOUND THEIR WAY INTO PRIVATE GARDENS. A
FEw Of THE MORE LEGIBLE STONES WERE LAID AROGUND A
CENTRAL ORELISK AND SURROUNDED BY A GATED FENCE, THE
REMAINING HEADSTONES wWERE BURIED IN PLACE. No
RECORD £XISTS of THE LOCATION of THE GRAVES.
PRESUMARLY THE EARLY SETTLERS of KEMPTVILLE REST EASY
DESPITE THERE REING NO RECORD of WHERE THEIR MORTAL
REMAINS ARE ACTUALLY LOCATED,

7 MACPHERSON HOTEL PRESCOTT AND ASA STREET
THE MACPHERSON HOTEL ONCE STooD AT THE CORNER, AND
IN 1900 WAS OWNED AND OPERATED RY CHAS AND
CATHERINE BANKS, THEIR Son's LANCELOT, AKA ‘Lol AND
CHESTER, OPERATED BANKS BROS. LIVERY BEHIND THE HOTEL
ON ASA STREET, FOUR DRUNKEN YOUNG MEN ENTERED THE
LIVERY oN THE MIGHT of wEDNESDAY MARCH 6, 1901 wHERE
LoL’S 15 YEAR 6LD SON WAS WORKING THE OVERNIGHT SHLFT.

AFTER REING VERRALLY AND PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED HE
MANAGED TO ESCAPE AND RAN NEXT DOOR FOR HIS FATHER,
LoL RANKS TRIED To EJECT THE YoUNG MEN. JOHN GARRETT
TOOK UP A WOODEN STAKE AND STRUCK RANKS SR, THE FoUR
MEN LEFT, Lol RANKS STRUGGLED To HIS HOUSE WHERE HE
DIED WITHIN HOURS, THE AUTOPSY REVEALED A BLooD CLOT
TWO INCHES TN DIAMETER UNDER THE woUND, THE LEFT EYE
WAS FILLED wiTH RLooD CAUSING 1T To RULGE AND ONCE
THE SKULL CAP whAS REMovED A BLooD CLOT MEASURING
ONT AND ONE-HALF INCHES, WEIGHING SIX OUNCES wAS
FoUND COMPRESSING THE BRAIN. THE FOUR YOUNG MEN WERE
ROUND OVER FOR TRIAL. THEY wERE EVENTUALLY FOUND NOT
GUILTY. THE CASE RECAME KNowN FAR AND WIDE AS A
‘FAILURE Of JUSTICE

8 TURNING RASIN

EAST of THE PRESCOTT STREET RRIDGE
JUST EAST of THE PRESCOTT STREET RRIDGE, WHEN HOUSES
WERE NoT EaUIPPED wiTH FLUSH TOILETS oR BATHTUES, 1T
WAS NoT UNCoMMoN FOR PEOPLE To BATHE 1N THE SOUTH
ERANCH of THE RIDEAU RIVER.. 1IN JUNE 1894, A GROUP of
FeLLows REGAN To DO So WHILE MANY RESIDENTS WERE
STILL IN CHURCH. THEY SPENT TIME NEAR THE SHORE.
DESPITE WARNINGS FROM FRIENDS, THREE DECIDED To CROSS
THE RIVER.. THE YOUNGER LADS RETURNED WiTHOUT MISHAP
BUT NOTICED EDWARD WARREN, 22, IN DISTRESS MIDWAY
THROUGH KIS RETURN SwiM. EDWARD’S 13 YEAR LD CoUSIN
MATTIE TRIED To RESCUE HIM, RUT WAS NEARLY DROWNED
BY THE PANICKED EDWARD.  wilLLIAM AND JIMMIE
MACGREGOR RECOVERED EDWARD'S BODY AND HELPED TAKE
1T To HIS AUNT AND UNCLE'S HoTEL wHERE EDWARD HAD
BEEN EMPLOYED AS A BARTENDER. . EDWARD MADE KIS
FINAL TRIP HOME To SMITH FALLS oN THE M:45 PM TRALN
LATER THAT NIGHT.
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